


red berry that affects the taste buds. This is a fruit that we've
known about for a long time.”

Grown in this area as a novelty over the years, miracle
fruit is now in great demand as it has come to the attention of
the media and the medical community. After you eat miracle
fruityou can eat something sour and it will taste sweer. Some
cancer patients are finding the berry helpful in offsetting the
effects of chemotherapy because it cancels any merallic taste
and stimulates the appetite. The fruit is more seed than pulp,
and is similar to the red berries on dogwood trees.

As a Christmas gift to the community, the council is
making miracle fruit trees available to anyone interested
in growing them and donating the berries back for cancer
patients. Originally from tropical West Africa, miracle fruit
has dark green foliage, elongated leaves, and very small white
flowers. Itgrows well in containers and in deep partial shade.
It grows as a bush here, and can get as high as five feet tall.
Miracle fruit is intolerant of frost, has few pest problems and
takes well to organic growing practices. The Fruit Growers
will provide the plants and assist in making this a successful
project.

Other contributions of the Collier Fruit Growers Coun-
cil include, the donation of the Surinam cherry maze at the
Children’s Garden at the Horticultural Learning Center on
the grounds of the Collier County University of Florida Ex-
tension, and conducting workshops for 4-H clubs and scout
groups. Members helped teach the Junior Master Gardener
Program, and the group gives a generous annual financial
contribution to support the summer day camp at the Naples
Botanical Gardens. They are especially interested in passing
horticultural knowledge and skills to the next generation.

The current officers of the club are president Jon Adams,
vice-president John Pulg, newsletter editor Linda Coyner,
treasurer Mary Fehr, directors Susan Gallagher, Ken Sheppard,
Luci Miller, John Norman, Brian Housewert.

Jon Adams, president, is the owner of Jon Adams Hor-
ticulture Care, specializing in courtyard gardens and their
maintenance. Both his grandmothers were great gardeners,
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Jon Adams can be reached at 777 8217, and Luci Miller
can be reached at 455 7267 for more information.
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