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Collier Fruit Growers
www.collierfruit.org
The next meeting is Monday, December 21th. The 
program will feature the election of officers, the 
annual holiday potluck, and an expanded raffle. 
Bring your favorite dish to share. The club will 
supply meat, rolls, and beverage plus plates and 
utensils. The program starts at 6pm. Come early 
and help us decorate and set up.

Meetings are held at the Golden Gate Community 
Center, 4701 Golden Gate Parkway (corner of 
Sunshine Blvd.), Naples.

Note that the January and February meetings will be 
at another location, which will be announced at the 
December meeting and posted at the website 
collierfruit.org.

Membership and change of address. Family 
membership is $25; renewals before February 1, 
$15. Commercial membership, $100, which 
includes a business-card ad in each 10 issues of 
the newsletter (a year’s worth). Send checks and 
change of address information to CFG, c/o Mary 
Fehr, 137 Debron Dr., Naples FL 34112.

Upcoming date. Field trip in January; info to come.

Bonita Springs
Tropical Fruit Club
The next meeting is Tuesday, December 8th. The 
program will feature the election of officers, the 
annual holiday potluck, and entertainment. Bring 
your favorite dish to share. The club will supply 
meat, rolls, and beverage plus paper plates and 
plastic utensils.

The program starts at 6pm. Come early and help us 
make the room festive.

Meetings are held at the First United Methodist 
Church, 27690 Shriver Ave., Bonita Springs (from 
Old 41, turn east on Crockett and left on Shriver).

Bimonthly workshop. This discussion group is 
cancelled for December.The board of directors 
meeting prior is also cancelled.

Membership. Dues are $15. Send checks to Tom 
Betts, 25071 Pennyroyal Lane, Bonita Springs, FL 
34134.

Upcoming date. Field trip in January; more info to 
come.
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December 8. Bonita Springs Tropical Fruit 
Club monthly meeting. 6pm. First United 
Methodist Church, 27690 Shriver Ave., 
Bonita Springs. 992-4664.

December 8-10. ECHO Agricultural 
Conference 2009. 17391 Durrance Rd., 

N. Fort Myers. 543-3246 or 
conference@echonet.org.

December 21. Collier Fruit Growers monthly 
meeting. 6pm. Golden Gate Community 
Center, 4701 Golden Gate Parkway, Naples. 
643-7275.

Collier 
Fruit 
Growers

Collier Fruit 
Growers is an 
active nonprofit 
organization 
dedicated to 
introducing, 
propagating and 
distributing the 

many rare tropical and subtropical fruits grown 
throughout the world, as well as offering education 
in these areas and encouragement to extend their 
cultivation. CFG functions without regard to race, 

WHAT’S 
RIPE 
THIS 
MONTH
Your citrus should 
be ready or near 
ready. The only way 
to tell is to sample 
one. If you wait too 
long the fruit will be 
dried out. (I’m guilty 
of that.)

My citrus is also 
smaller than usual 
and not as sweet. 
Quite a bit of fruit 

has dropped. I’ve 
heard some blame 
the drought or the 
longer than usual 
summer heat. 

Madeline Bohannon 
has Marcus Pumpkin 
avocados and Frank 
DeNardis has pink 
sugar apples and 
pineapples. Gordon 
Skrede has some 
very sweet grapefruit 
sized pummelos. 
Let me know what’s 
fruiting in your 
backyard at 
fruitnflowers
@gmail.com. 

There’re lots of fruit 
you could be picking 
this month :

avocado
banana
Barbados cherry
carambola
citrus
coconut
mamey apple
miracle fruit 
natal plum
papaya
roselle
sapodilla
sapote, black

Officers
John Puig, President    601-2919
captjohn@naplesbiofuel.com
Brian Housewert, Vice President 537-1261
moonblinkstudios@gmail.com
Mary Fehr, Treasurer   774-1047
Fehrmary@earthlink.net
Linda Coyner, Newsletter editor/speaker coordinator
fruitnflowers@gmail.com  530-2383

At-large Directors
Jon Adams, past President  777-8217
jonadamsfl@gmail.com
Thomas Hecker   682-0674
tshecker@gmail.com
Tracey Vessillo    877-6608
tracey.vessillo@yahoo.com

DECEMBER CALENDAR

EXTENSION AGENTS
University of Florida extension agents can 
help you with questions. Give them a call or 
email.

Lee County 
Fitzroy Beckford
239-533-7512
fbeckford@leegov.com

Stephen Brown
239-533-7513
brownsh@leegov.com

         Collier County
Robert D. Halman, M.S.
rdhalman@ufl.edu

Cathleen Feser, M.A., M.S.
cffeser@ufl.edu

Doug Caldwell, Ph.D
dougbug@ufl.edu
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BSTFC 
TREE SALE 
REPORT
by tim deaton, president

The Bonita tree sale was likely 
the most successful sale to date 
in terms of gross sales, net 
revenues to the club, and new 
membership applications and the 
number of people showing 
interest in the club.

It was also successful in terms 
of member participation. More 
than 25 members showed up at 
7am to help unload trucks and 
place product for our vendors.

During the day we had 15 to 
20 members at all times helping 
with the well-stocked tasting table, 
membership, distribution of liter-
ature, and customer assistance.

Special thanks go to our 
overall experts: Frank DeNardis, 
Trevor Parks and Tom Betts for 
all the in-depth advice and 
knowledge they share with the 
public. Linda Coyner and 
Madeline Bohannon are two other 
experts on whom all of us rely for 
answers to tough questions and 
for their breadth of knowledge.

Additional vendors this year 
contributed to the variety the club 
was able to offer to customers. 
Dennis Gretton with D & D 

Growers brought hundreds of 
herbs and small plants with prices 
ranging on his products from $3 to 
$50. Walker Honey Farms from 
Ft. Myers brought scrumptious 
local honey from a family business 
run by some really swell people.

Madeline Bohannon brought 
an assortment of unusual plants 
(mango rootstock, cashew trees, 
soursops, gin berry, moringa, 
Malabar chestnuts) to sell. She  
also gave away Governor's plum 
plants. Lloyd Marsh joined the 
sale again with pummelos and 
sugar cane.

Thank you to all who helped 
and to Trevor Parks, our Tree 
Sale Chairman.

DECEMBER IN 
THE VEGGIE 
PATCH
Gordon Skrede, the Naples grape 
guy, reports that his veggies are 
thriving- thanks to a chemical 
cocktail he uses. His cocktail 
consists of an Ortho turf 
insecticide (to kill the ants and 

cutworms), liquid copper 
(fungicide), rose food, miracle 
grow, and citrus minor elements.

He soaks the soil before and after 
planting. Then he applies a 
granular 8-10-10 fertilizer.

I would think that there are 
organic work-arounds available: 
neem leaves, mycorrhiza, and 
solarizing (for the nematodes), 
Serenade (for fungus), and 

Bacillus thuringiensis or BT (for 
caterpillars).

The cooler weather has done 
wonders for my vegetable garden, 
which gets a cocktail of nothing 
but horse manure, hay, and water. 
The pole beans, tomatoes, and 
cucumbers are flowering. The 
pepper and eggplants are coming 
along. Tomato plants have small 
fruit—Linda Coyner, editor

Officers
Tim Deaton, President   992-4664
timdeaton@yahoo.com

Trevor Parks, Vice President   947-9429
tparks9208@aol.com

Tom Betts, Treasurer    498-0003
tibetts@comcast.net

Kathy Walters, Secretary         800-210-0217
kathy@virtualdba.com

Linda Coyner, Newsletter editor
fruitnflowers@gmail.com   530-2383

At-large Directors
Madeline Bohannon, past president  851-4448
madelinemay99@gmail.com
Joe Busa     948-0987
jojobusa@yahoo.com
Bob Van Scoy    992-1751
BobVanScoy@gct21.net

Bonita Springs Tropical 
Fruit Club
The purpose is to introduce and distribute 

the many rare and tropical and subtropical 

fruits grown throughout the world; to 

inform, educate and advise members and 

the public in the selection of these 

valuable tree crops, so as to encourage 

their cultivation. Where possible, the 

organization will produce a basis for 

researching and producing new cultivars 

and hybrids.
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UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND EVENTS

by Mickie Anderson, UF News Desk

Sugar Belle — a bold mandarin orange hybrid 
that ripens in time for the winter holiday market — 
will be the first University of  Florida-created citrus 
variety intended for commercial production.

The mandarin hybrid — a mix of  the sweet 
Clementine and the colorful, bell-shaped Minneola 
— has a rich taste and strong aroma, said UF 
Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences plant 
breeder Fred Gmitter.

The new  sweet-tart fruit may be best described 
as a mandarin with a tangy punch. “Many old-timers 
in citrus have said this is the best-tasting citrus 
they’ve ever had,” Gmitter said.

The fruit, which has a patent pending and is 
also known as LB8-9, has been in the works since 
1985.

Mark McLellan, IFAS’ dean for research, said he 
believes the time that went into breeding this variety 
will be worthwhile.

“Sugar Belle is positioned in a unique market 
window, and its flavor characteristics are expected 
to make this variety a consumer favorite,” he said.

Recently, Florida Foundation Seed Producers 
Inc., a direct support organization of UF, awarded 
an exclusive U.S. license to the New  Varieties 
Development and Management Corporation.

Funded by the Florida Citrus Commission, the 

Bonita Club 
January 12 Martin Price (tentative)
March 14 Spring tree sale
Collier Club
January 18 Disease and insect problems with fruit 
trees by Jonathan Crane

February 15 Landscaping with fruit trees by Richard 
Campbell
February 27 Tree sale, Freedom Park, Naples
March 15 Underused fruit trees by Charles Boning
April 19 Citrus greening update by Tim Gast, 
Southern Gardens

not-for-profit corporation was set up in 2005 to help 
assure Florida growers access to new  patented citrus 
varieties, manage new  varieties and direct resources 
to citrus breeding research....

Sugar Belle is a unique variety, said the 
corporation’s executive director, Peter Chaires. He 
believes it will make a big splash in the $52 million 
specialty citrus market.

Chaires describes its flavor almost like one would 
describe a fine wine. “It has a flavor that takes it to the 
top of the show  wherever it goes. It’s got a very, very 
deep flavor,” he said. “I don’t want to say it’s rich, but 
it’s a very deep, complex flavor.”

Despite strong ties to the citrus industry, UF has 
never before released a citrus cultivar developed 
solely by its scientists — likely because citrus 
breeding is an excruciatingly slow  endeavor. The 
average time for new citrus...can be up to 20 years....

UF officials hope Sugar Belle will be as lucky when 
it comes to reaching consumers — which could be as 
early as this year, in some markets.

The fruit matures early, so it should be a good fit for 
the December holiday market, Chaires said. It can be 
grown in a manner to produce low-seeded fruit. And 
with his organization keeping tabs on how  the fruit fares 
in groves and the economics of the citrus market, he 
believes the new fruit has the potential to be a big hit....

Editor’s note: Harris Citrus Nursery has this 
cultivar but it hasn’t been released for sale.

UF RELEASES FIRST CITRUS CULTIVAR: SUGAR BELLE

NUTRITIONAL SPRAY FOR 
CITRUS GREENING
Maury Boyd’s nutritional and plant defense spray 
program is showing results. (See the February 2009 
NL at collierfruit.org.) 

Here is what it consists of:

• Serenade Max WP 
• Oxidate or DI-Oxysolv 
• 3-18-20 w/K-Phite with boron — increases the 
nitrogen during spring and early summer 
• magnesium sulfate (dry) 

• zinc sulfate (dry) 
• manganese (dry) 
• sodium molybdate (dry) (due to low PH soil) 
• 13-0-44 spray grade 
• SAver 
• 435 oil 
• Dry fertilizer applied to the ground during growing 
season +N-P-K at the start, but finish with N-P-++K
• Based on weather, rains, etc., include foliar around 
200 nitrogen and 250 potash. 
• For calcium, supply using calcium ammonium nitrate. 
• Gypsum should do fine when not attempting to raise 
the pH.

http://www.ufl.edu/
http://www.ufl.edu/
http://www.ifas.ufl.edu/
http://www.ifas.ufl.edu/
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MARACUJA: WHAT A 
PASSION FRUIT!
by Berto Silva - Rare Fruit Exchange

Passion fruit comes in several colors, shapes, 
and flavors. It is indigenous to many tropical and 
sub-tropical areas of Latin America. There are 
hundreds of passion fruit varieties. However, the 
most planted varieties are the yellow variety 
(Passiflora flavicarpa); the purple variety (Passiflora 
edulis), and the sweet variety (Passiflora alata).

The yellow variety is very acidic and is mostly 
used to make juices, ice creams, and sorbets; the 
purple variety is less acidic and is also used to 
make juices, ice creams, sorbets. Also, it is eaten 
out of hand. The sweet variety is mostly eaten as a 
desert fruit. The juice is too sweet and most people 
prefer to spoon the sweet nectar straight from the 
soft shell.

Here are the main characteristics of each 
variety: 
Yellow passion fruit - (Passiflora flavicarpa)
•Very vigorous vine that needs strong support 

and a minimum of two plants in order to get any 
fruit. The vine grows 30 feet or more a year. It also 
needs to be hand pollinated. The main pollinator of 
the yellow variety is the carpenter bee. In order to 
get good fruit production, cross pollination is a must.
•It is less susceptible to nematodes than the 

other types.
•It is less resistant to frost, more sensitive to 

cold weather.
Purple passion fruit (Passiflora edulis)
•It is self compatible and does not need cross 

pollination. One plant is all you need in order to get 
fruit. However, planting more than one vine and 
hand pollinating increases the number of fruits.
•This variety is very susceptible to nematodes 

and strong mulching is needed. 
•It is most resistant to frost and cold weather.

Sweet passion fruit (Passiflora alata)
•This variety is very vigorous.
•Needs two plants and cross/hand pollination in 

order to produce any fruit. 
•Susceptible to nematodes.
•Very tropical, needs to planted in the warmest 

place in the garden.
HERBAL PROPERTIES OF PASSION FRUIT 

(From the Healing Power of Rainforest Herbs –
www.rain-tree.com/maracuja.htm)

 Tranquilizes; mildly sedative; calms nerves; 
reduced spasms; relieves depression; reduces 
inflammation; relieves pain; stops convulsion; 
reduces anxiety

If you have any question, please contact Berto 
Silva bertonsilva@hotmail.com. Berto is a collector 
of rare and tropical/subtropical fruits. He is a native 
Brazilian and grew up enjoying passion fruit and 
many others tropical fruits. According to Berto, in 
Brazil when someone is upset, they say, “Calm 
down, drink some passion fruit juice”.

WEBSITES www.rain-tree.com/maracuja.htm; 
www.crfg.org/pubs/ff/passionfruit.html

Udaya N. Dash
In memorium 

January 1923 - October 2009

Udaya was born in the small 
village of Rench Shasan, Puri 
District, State of Orissa, India. 
The youngest of six children, he 
was truly a son of the soil, 
“Bhoomi Putra”.

His family, especially his older 
brother, Dr. Kunja Behari Dash, 

spurred him on to greater heights.
He dedicated his life to helping 

people through his medical career 
as an orthopedic surgeon, and 
more importantly, to further the 
education of the poor of Rench 
Shasan and surrounding villages, 
creating “Winding Brook Charities 
Association, Inc.”, a tax exempt 
organization in 1967 in St. Louis, 
MO. The association helped build 
two schools, support two others, a 

medical clinic, a computer school, 
and most recently, a microcredit 
program to empower village 
women. He supported several other 
deserving charities in St. Louis, and 
Southwest Florida.

His wish, rather than flowers, 
was to support a deserving charity 
of your choice, or help support the 
ongoing work in the village, through 
the Winding Brook Charities 
Association, Inc.

The Golden Gate Community Center closes for 
the holidays that fall on the January and February 
meeting dates. Those meetings will be held at Tree 
of Life Church, 2131 Shadowlawn Dr., Naples. Here 
are directions from the Golden Gate Community 

Center. It’s about a 6-mile drive. 
Head west on Golden Gate Pkwy. 
Turn left at Santa Barbara Blvd. 
Turn right at Davis Blvd. 
Turn left at Shadowlawn Dr.

COLLIER FRUIT GROWERS’ NEW LOCATION FOR 
JANUARY AND FEBRUARY MEETINGS
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Got Questions about growing tropical 
fruit? We’ve got answers.

Check out our website www.collierfruit.org

Our clubs have many experienced backyard and professional 
growers. Bring your fruity questions to the next meeting or have 
them posted in the newsletter (fruitnflowers@gmail.com). You 
can also call the Collier Extension Service plant clinic at 
353-2872, M/W/F 9am-noon and 1-4pm. The Lee County 
Extension horticulture desk can be reached during those hours 
at 239-533-7504.

Don’t overlook online resources about tropical fruits. For 
instance, you can access the full text of Julia Morton’s Fruit of 
Warm Climates at www.hort.purdue.edu/newcrop/morton/
index.html.
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