


A new year will bring a new lab to Immokalee fo
help local growers battie the deadly citrus greening
disease. With $250,000 in state money, the lab is
getting set up at the Southwest Florida Research
and Education Center off State Road 29. It will take
in leaf samples from suspicious-locking trees and a
technician will determine if they're infected with
greening, a fatal disease for which there is no cure.

“| think the advantage of this lab is that it is clos-
er to some of the groves,” said Pam Roberts, who
will oversee the lab as an associate professor and
plant pathologist for the University of Florida/IFAS
in immokalee.

The only other state-run greening lab is in
Gainesville and ils resources to run samples are
limited.

in Clewiston, U.S. Sugar Corp. operates its own
lab and offers to test samples for other growers at
no charge, But for growers in Collier and Lee
counties, it's a long haul. Area growers pushed for
a lab in their own backyard.

They were among the first in the state to find the
disease so this area has become a “hot spot in the
state for greening,” said Bob Rouse, a citrus horti-
culturist at Southwest Florida Research and
Education Center. “It is just now moving through
the rest of the state.”

Since it was first discovered in August 2005 in
Florida, greening, also known in Chinese as huan-
glongbing or HLLB, has spread to 26 counties,
including Collier, Lee and Hendry. The number of
infected traes isn't known.

“What's happening with greening is it's not
whether it's going to show up, it is where it is going
to show up,” said Denise Feiber, 2 spokeswoman
for Florida's Division of Plant Industry. “We expect
to find it.

“The industry and homeowners need to be on
the lookout,” she said. "We nead to be operating
as if greening was everywhere.”

For local citrus growers, diagnosing greening
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disease can be tough. Symptoms include blotchy
spots, yellowing and raised veins on leaves.

The yellowing in leaves can easily be mistaken
for nutritional problems. Symptoms of the disease
can differ based on the variety of fruit or how long
trees have been infected.

Identifying greening is critical in trying to control
its spread, While there is no cure for the disease,
growers can use insecticides to kill the tiny insects,
or psyllids, that spread it. There are other ways (o
manage it, including taking out infected trees.

Roberts expects the new lab to open by spring
2008. Initially, it will have one technician.

“We hope to be able to expand it if the need is
there. If the need is there, we will probably try to
hire more technicians,” she said.

The money for the project came as a one-time
appropriation from the state Legislature in 2007.
But there are plans to keep the lab running as long
as there's a need.

“There's definilely a need now for the laboralory
confirmation, in order to make management decl-
sions,” Roberts said. "There are a lot of other prob-
lems that look like greening.”

The lab will have two machines. One will pro-
duce a genefic fingerprint and then read whether a
sampie is infected. The other is a freezer, where
sampies will be chilled and stored before testing.

The technician will have to work under a safety
hood and take other safety measures before doing
a DNA extraction because the greening bacteria is
considered to be a "select terrorist agent” by
Homeland Security, Rouse explained.

The bacteria was added to the threat list after
the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks when
commergial jets rammed into the World Trade
Center, the Pentagon and a Pennsylvania field,
killing thousands.

Citrus leaders are trying to get the disease
removed from the “select terrorist agent” list
because it makes researching greening more



expensive and more difficult

“There is no valid reason why it should even be
on the list,” Rouse said. “And everybody agrees io
that. But the bureaucratic process to get if off is
very cumbersome.”

The new lab will have the capacity to run 400 to
500 samples a week, he said.

Most samples are expected to come from
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Southwest Florida growers. The lab can chum out

1,100 samples a week, and it is gearing up to do
1,500, Sanchez said.

“The more proactive your next-door neighbors
are about greening, the better it is for everybody,”
Sanchez said.

—by Lauren Layden, Naples Daily News,
12/30/07

tree sales

Tha club spﬁng tree sales are just around the
corner. These lree sales are the clubs' primary
source of funds, so it's important that members
support their clubs by rolling up sleeves and
pitching in. You don't have to be an expert to be
useful. Some of the jobs that need doing:

B donating fruit or making baked goods
M unloading trees from trucks

M set up—tents, tables, literature, trees
M sales

M tasting table -

B distributing newsletters & handuuts
B check out

M helping customers get trees to cars

M loading unsold trees back on trucks

Also needed: handcarls, dollies, wagons, plas-
tic bags, and tropical fruit for tasting.

Here are the dates to remember:

March 8th 9-3 Bonita Springs Fruit Club,
Riverside Park. Old 41, Downtown Bonita
Springs.

March 15th S-2 Collier Fruit Growers, Collier
County Museum, Airport Rd. & 41, at County
Government Center, Naples.

March 29 & 30. Collier Fruit Growers, Naples
Bolanical Garden Market, 10-4 Sat., 12-4 Sun
NBG, Bayshore & Thomasson.

What you missed last month...

Organic soap. Ted Tidwell discussed the
benefits of his organic soap 1st EnviroSafety's
Bio-Wash at the Bonita Springs meeting. The
soap claims to increase yleld, germination,
nutrition, insecticide, sugar content, etc. A new
formulation contains soy oil and keeps the soap
on plants longer. Bob Murray uses the soap on
his plants at Tree House Nursery, He recom-
mends applying the soap late in the day to
avoid interfering with pollination. The applica-
tion rate is 1 ounce soap to 1 gallon of water
every 8 weeks. Subsaquant applications can be
diluted more, say, 1/4 ounce to 1 galion of water.

Citrus greening. Tim Gast, citrus horticul-
turist for Southern Gardens, one of the first
commercial producers to test positive for the

disease spoke to the Collier club. This serious
disease Kills citrus trees and is spread by an
ingect. There is no known cure but they have
found success interplanting guava with citrus.
Apparently the fragrance of guava is stronger
than that of citrus and confuses the insect.

On diseased trees, he recommended spray-
ing with an aspirin selution. As a preventative,
he suggested spraying with horticuitural oil or
soap and suppressing flushes until July then
spraying every 7 days for 6 weeks, then sup-
pressing flushes after that.

An altemate host for the insect is Lakeview or
orange jasmine (Murraya paniculata), which is a
citrus relative. Some homeowners are removing
this plant as a precaution.



