
It's has been a cool winter so far. If you're like 

me and stili assessing damage from the last cold 
blast , patience is a virtue. Don't rush into prun jng. 

Unfortunately, t ran my irrigation during the coldest 
lime (it was in the 20's during the wee hours) and 
ended up doing mo re damage than good, Even 
thingswrapped In frost c10lh su lfered , Maybe we 

reec freeze cloth instead of frost cloth? 
Overhead am:! hand watering are restricted 

now to once a week during Cf!rt<Ijn times and cer­
tain days depending on your neuse number, That 
shouldn"t be a problem until the ternperaturea and 

growth increase, D~ or micro lnigation can be 
done anytime For more detajls go 10hrtpit1ee. 
Tfas.uf19du1 and click on waler restrictions, 

This is my laVOffte time to plant trees and 
shrubs in 1tle landscape, Despite Iile slow gl'tM'th 
rate, they wiq settle in and get estabkhecl even 
less attention and mll"lImal watenng (8 101 less 
them il' lI take if you wall untll warmef weather). 

Even though the calendar won 'l announce 
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spnng fOf several more weeks, start thinking 
about ferti lizer. In a couple weeks we'll be past 

the danger of cold and that's when you need 10 

be poised to apply fertilizer in Ofdel' 10 take full 
advantage of the growing season. 

If you have pruning that needs 10 be cere. 
wa lt unt il the end of this month. We still can gel 
freezes or frosts as late as the first week In 

March. Pruning encourages a lot of new tender 
regrowth that's easily damaged by cold tempera­
tures. 

Finish pickirlg your cnrcs soon even if you 
have to juice it. The presence of fruit inhibits 
rew growth and flowering 

If you have Questions relaling to tro p icallru~, 

emad the newsletter (fru itn fl ~gmail. com) so 
"WEI can all eem You can ctleck with rnencere at 
our monthly meetmgs orcontacllhe Collier 
Exlerision office at 353-2872 Of lee Extension at 
48 1-7504 ----l.IrJOO Gaynor. 

HorlicuIturist. Naples Botsnirol Garden, 

Bonita Springs Tropical 
fruit Club 
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A new year will bring a new lab to lmmoklllee 10 
help local grONer'S battle the deadly citrus greening 

disease. With $250,000 in state money, the lab is 
getting set up at the Southwest Florida Research 
and Education Center off State Road 29 . It Will take 

in leaf sarnoes from suspicious-looking troos and a 

techniCian will determine it they>re infected with 

greerung, a fatal ceease for which there is no cure. 

"I ttink the advantage 01this lab Is that it is clos­

er 10 some of the groves," said Pam Roberti, who 
wi! oversee the lab as <In i!SSOOi3te professor end 
plant pathologist for the Univeillity of FloridailFAS 

WI Immokalee. 
The only octlef stale-run greening lab is In 

Gainesville and its resources 10run samples <Ire 
limited. 

In Clewiston. U.S. Sugar Corp . opersles its own 
lab and offers 10 lest samples for Olher """,ers at 
00 charge. B~ br growers in ccae- and Lee 
counties, It's a long haul Area gf'0Y0'8r'$ pushed lor 

a lab in tile;' own backyard 
They were among the fi~1 WI the slale 10 find the 

disease SO this area has become a "hot spot in the 
stale for greening," said BOO Rouse, a citrus h0rti­
culturi st at Southwest FlOOda Research and 

Education Center. "It is Just now movi'lg ItYough 

the rest of the state.' 
Since it was lilllt discovered in August 2005 in 

Flofida, grEl8Oillg, also known in Chinese as huan­

glongbing or HLB, has spread to 26 counties, 

ineluding Collie r, lee and Hendry. The number of 
Infected trees isn't knovm. 

"W'W's happening with greening is it's not 

whether it's going to show up, if is where it is going 
to show \41," said Den ise Felber, a spokeswoman 

for F!onda 's Division 01 Plant lncustry. "We expect 
10 find I\. 

"The industry and homeowners need to be on 
the lookoul: she sa d , '"INe need to be operSUng 

as if greening was every.vhere." 

For Ioc:aI citrus growers, diagnosing greenillg 

disease C8fI be tough. 8ynlltomll include blold1y 

spots. yellowing and raised veins on leaves. 
The yellowing Il"lIeavM caneasity be mistaken 

for nutritional PiotlleiIOS, SVfll'lOmS of ee ceeeee 
candiffer based on ee varietY of fruit (l( how long 
troos have been infocted, 

Identifying greening is crtical WI trying to control 
its spread. lIIIhile mere is no cure fur !he disease, 

growe~ can use insecticides to kil the tiny inseds, 
or payllids, that spread it. There are other ways W 
manage it, including taking out infected trees. 

Roberts expects me new lab to open by spong 

2008. Initially, It witl have ooe technician. 
'We hope to be able to expand it if the need is 

there. If the need is there, we will probably tIy to 
hire more technicians: she said. 

The money for the project came as a one-time 
appropriation from the state Legislature In 2007, 

But there are P!::lflS to keep the lab running a, 10"9 
as there's a need. 

"There', delinitety a need now for the laboratory 

confirmation, in order to make management deci­

sions: Roberts eec. "There are a lot of other prob­

lems Iflat look like greening,' 

The lab will have two machines. One will pro­
ducea genetic Iingerpont and then read whether a 
sample is infected, The ottlef is a freeZGf, where 

sampies wil l be ch. ;ed alld stored before testing 

The tech liciai , wil have to work under a safety 

hood ;n:l takeother s*ty rneesures before dOilg 

a DNA exlr actJon because the greefllng bacteria is 
conscerec 10 be a "seJecl lerrorist agent" by 
Homeland 5eaJrty, ROl.I$e explained 

The bacteria was added to the threat list atrer 
the September 11, 2001, terronsl attad<s when 
commercial jets. rammed into the '/olorId Trade 

Center, the Pentagon and a Pennsylvama fIekj , 

kill ing thousands. 

ceueleaders are t rying to get the disease 

removed from the "select terrorist agent" list 

beeause it makes researching greening more 
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ellpCOSlVe aocl more drfficult 

"There is no valid fN$Ol"I why it shoI.Jd even 00 

on !he bL" Rouse said. "Arw;1 everybody agrees to 
that ~I ee bureaucratic precess to get if off is 
very correerscre.' 

The new lab will tlave tile capacity 10 run 400 to 
500 samples a weelI, he said. 

Most samples are eJ:Ped&d 10 come from 

Southwest Florida growers The lab can chum out 
1,100 samples a week, and it is gearing up to do 
1,500, Sanchez said . 

"The more proactive your next-door neighbors 
are about greening, the better It is for everybody." 
Sanchez said. 

- by l.8uren Layden, Naplas D8lfyNews, 
1213007 

The club spring tree sales are jus t arooOO the 
comer. These tree sales are the clubs' primary 
source of funds, so it's important that members 
support their dubs by rolling up sleeves and 
pitching in. You don 't have to be an expert to be 
useful. Some of the jobs thai need domg : 

• donating fruit or making baked goods 

• unloading trees from trucks
 

. set up-tents, tables, literature, trees
 

• sales 

• tasting table
 
. distributing newsletters 8. hando uts
 

_ check out
 

• helping customers gel trees to cars 

_ load ing unsold trees back on trucks. 
Also needed: handcarts, doll ies . wago"s. pres­

he bags, and lfop icar lruit for lasti"g. 
Here are the dates to remember: 
March 8th 9-3 Benita Springs Fruit Club, 

Riverside Park Old 4 1, Downtown Bonita 
Springs. 

March 15th 9-3 COllier Frun Growers . Collier 
COunty Museum, Airport Rd. & 41, at County 
Govem meot Center, Naples. 

March 29 & 30. Coltier r ruit Growers . Naples 
Botanical Garden Mar"-el , 10--4 Sat ., 12--4 Sun 

NBG, B8yshol"e So Thomasson. 

What you missed Ias: month.. .
 
Or,ga " ic foa". Ted Tidwell discussed the 

benefits of jus organic soap 1st EnviroSafely's 
Bic-Wash at the Bonita Sprin gs meeunq. The 
soap claims 10 Increase yield, ge rmin atio n, 
nutntlon, insecticide , sl.lgar content, etc. A new 

fOffllulation contains. soy 011 and keeps the soap 
on plants longer, Bob Murray uses the soap on 
tus plants at Tree House Nursery He recom­

mends applying the soap late in the day to 
avoid interfering With pollination. The appl ica ­
tion rale is 1 ounce soap 10 1 gallon of wate r 
every 6 weeks Subsequent apphcatJons can be 
diluted mote, say, 1/4 ounoeto 1 gallon of water. 

Citruf greening. nm ueet. citrus horticul­

turist for Southern Gardens, one of the first 
com mercial producers to test positive lor the 

disease spoke to the Collier club . This serious 

eneeese kills citrus trees and is spread by an 
insect, There is no known cure but they have 
found s uccess interplanting guava w ith citrus. 
Apparently the fragrance of guava is stronger 

than that of citrus and contuses the insect. 
On diseased trees, he recommended spray­

ing with an asp irin solution. As a preventative, 

he suggested spraying with horticultural oii or 
soap and suppressing flushes until July then 
spraying every 7 days for 6 weeks, tnon sup­
pressing flushes after that. 

An alternate host for the insect is Lakeview or 
orange jasmine (Muffaya panicu/alii). which is a 
citrus relative. Some homeowners are removing 
this plant as a precaution. 


