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the county, one that attacks foxtail palm and one Almost all mature redbay trees die when the
that attacks royal poinciana. beetle invades an area, Mayfield said.

"When ambrosia beetles infect the trunk, they Although redbay is the beetle's primary host, it
leave a lot of excess shavings," Brown said. "It's also attacks two endangered laurel species, pond-
called frass, and it looks like cigarette ash coming  spice and pondberry, and avocados.

out of the tree. That's the sure way of telling the Meore than 700 farms in Flonda grow avocados,
beetle is there...." with 99 percent in Miami-Dade County.
In their native habitat, ambrosia beetles attack "There is not much commercial avocado pro-

stressed or diseased trees, Mayfield said. "The duction in Southwest Florida, but there are a lot of
newest one is making attacks on healthy trees," backyard avocados," he said. "That's where the
Mayfield said. "In this case, because it's not native consequence will be.

and hasn't been exposed to our native trees Among the research being done is determining
before, it's reading redbay and others of the laurel  which varieties of avocado the beetles prefer and
family as hosts." which are most susceptible to laurel wilt, said

Although the beetles bore into trees, that's not  Jorge Pena, a professor of entomology and nema-
what does the damage. Redbay ambrosia beetles  tology at the University of Florida's Tropical
carry a fungus in pouches in their heads. The Research & Education Center in Homestead.
insects dig tunnels into the host trees, and the fun-  "This Is a major, major threal," Pena said.
gus oozes from the pouches into the tree's tissue.  "We're finding the best ways to combat the beetle
The beetles lay eggs in the tunnels, and the lar- when it gets here. If we can figure out which culti-
vae hatch to feed on the fungus. vars are most at risk, we'll replant more resistant
"The fungus is pathogenic to the trees,” cultivars.”
Mayfield said. "it blocks the waler-conducting tis- Other research inciudes work by scientists in
sue of the tree and creates what we're calling lau- Georgia who are looking for substances that will

rel wilt, and the tree dies." attract redbay ambrosia beeties to traps.
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So much for the last full moon in February mark-  Beans Cucumbers Farsleg
ing the end of cold temperatures in southwest
Florida. This week's lows in the 40's and 50's gave Beets Dill Parsnip
us another reminder that Mother Nature plays by
i Bk ke Broccoli Eqgplant Peas,

Even with this dry weather, you can't miss the Brussel Endive Radish
signs of spring, from new flushes of growth to the
fine coating of pine pollen that coats everything. To  sprouts Kale Rutabaga

take advantage of the strong spring growth, it's

critical to fertilize now. Refer to the chart at far right  Cabbage Kohirabi Spinach

for specifics. Cantaloupe Lettuce squash
When applying fertilizer, it's best to water the

ground around the plants, then evenly spread the  Carrots Mustard Tomatoes

fertilizer around the dripline, and water again

(assuming, of course, it's not going to rain) to get Collards Okra Turnips

the fertilizer moving into the soil. Corn Onions

Since the dry season (and drought, no doubt)
will be with us for a couple more months, make
sure your trees are muiched well for weed control

and moisture retention. Four or five inches are rec- what ‘f‘-i"H_LtS GIY'{':', VLAPC'.

ommended in an area out to the dripline. Keep LA March?

muich a couple inches away from the trunk to pre-

vent rot. Here are some of the tropical fruits we can har-
Now's the time to begin propagation such as vest and enjoy this month:

budding, grafting, or air layering. This is also a

o0 fimve 10 Siart et fob tr:»ical fruits. RAvecado Mulberry
If you still have citrus on your trees, make a Banana Muntingia

point to remove it so the tree can use all it's ener-
gy to make flowers for next winter's harvest. !

This month fruit clubs have their spring tree Canistel Pineapple
sales. (For the dates, check the calendar, page 2.) Carambola Raspberry
These sales are a great source of fruit trees and

Barbados cherry Papaya

advice. Support your clubs with your purchases U1+ TR~
and by rolling up your sleeves and helping. Coconut Sapote, black
If you have questions relating to tropical fruits, Custard apple Soursop
email the newsletter (fruitnflowers@gmail.com) so
we can all leam. You can check with members at ~ °43l'a Surinam cherry

our monthly meetings or contact the University of  Jabolicaba Tamarind
Florida's Collier Extension office at 353-2872 or
Lee Extension at 461-7504 —Linda Coyner,

Horticulturist, Naples Botanical Garden Miracle fruit
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Most tropical fruit trees need fertilizing three
times a year, preferably in February, June, and
September. That timing ensures strong growth
when conditions are optimal. Fertilizing closer to
the cold season may encourage young growth
that may be damaged by low temperatures.

Exceptions to the 3-times-a-year rule are
heavy feeders such as banana and papaya,
which grow best when fertilized monthly year-
round (see asterisks in chart), and those with
special needs.

Use a good quality 8-4-6 citrus fertilizer unless
noted.

Thanks to David & Jenny Burd for the following
information.

Key. Y = young; M = mature.

* = monthly
Alispice Banana 6-4-12 *
Apple ~ Bayleaf
Avocado Bayrum
Avocado (Y, organ- Black Sapote (¥ or
ic 6-6-6) M, organic 6-6-6)

What you missed last month...

Chris Rollins. Chris spoke in February at
the Bonita Springs meeting. He was scheduled
to talk about tropical vegetables but didn’t have
his materials with him. Instead he spoke about
the trees and fruits of Hawaii and California.

Hawaii has wide-ranging microclimates, a big
wind problem that they solve by planting tall
trees as windbreaks, and a serious bug prob-
lem, which is why it is hard to bring any fruit or
plant from there.

California is in zone 10 but its zone 10 is
nothing like our zone 10. Chris discussed a
passion vine that grows only there because of
the colder climate. He said that the early set-
tlers named it passion fruit and flower because
in those days everybody was seeing saints and

Blackberry

Caimilo

Canistel

Carambola

Carambola (¥,
organic 6-6-6)

Cashew

Cinnamon

Citrus

Citrus (¥, organic
6-6-6)

Fig (¥ or M organic
6-6-6)

Grumichama

Macadamia (¥ or
M, 6-12-6)

Mamey Sapote

Mango, young (¥
or M, organic 4-
8-8)

Miracle Truit

Mulberry

Munlingia

Nectarine-

Sunracer

Papaya (Y or M,
organic 6-6-6)*

Peach

Plum

Sapodilla

Wax Jambu

MISCELLANEQUS
Jaboticaba (¥ or

M, organic 6-6-
6) every other
month at
dripline, Feb.-
Oct.

Lychee/longan ¥,
monthiy
March-Sept. (6-
4-6); M, Mar &
Rugust

Jak fruit (organic
6-6-6) every
other month

gods in everything, and in this case they
thought that the inside of the flower resembled
Jesus on the cross and the 10 apostles.
Bananas. Don and Katie Chafin spoke to
the Collier club about their favorite subject:
bananas. Their nursery, Going Bananas, in

Homestead, boasts nearly 100 varieties. The
Chafins brought some tasty samples and Don
spoke showed slides of different varieties.

His advice on basics: use a high potassium
fertilizer monthly (1 coffee can for mature
plants; less for small ones), allow 4 different
sized plants per clump; cut stems to 4 feet after
fruiting; compost right up to base of plants; har-
vest fruit when it blushes yellow and hang it
upside down.



