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the county. one that attacks foxta il palm and one 

that attacks roya l poinciana. 

'When ambrosia beet les infect the trunk. they 
leave a lot of excess shavings: Brown said. "Irs 
cal led frass, and it looks like cigarette ash coming 
out of the tree. That's the sure way of telling the 
beetle is there...." 

In their native habitat, ambrosia beetles attack 
stressed or diseased trees, Mayfield said . "The 
newest one is making attacks on healthy trees," 

Mayfield said. "In this case, because it's not native 

and hasn' been exposed to our native trees 

before. irs reading redbay and others d the laurel 
family as hosts ," 

Although the bee"""...... bore into trees, ttlat's not 
what does the damage, RedbaV ambrosia beetles 
cany a fungus in pouches in their heads The 
insects dig tunnels into the eost trees, and the fun.­
gus oozes from the pouches into the tree 's bSS09. 

The bee tles lay eggs in the~, ancl the lar­
vae hatch to feed on the fungus, 

"The fungus is pathogen ic to the trees," 
Ma:ytielcl Mitt. ~ It bIoclls the waler-ecndUding ns­
sue of the tree and creates what we're ca lling 1au­
rel Wl lt, and the tree dies." 
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Almost all malure redbay eees die when the 

bMolIe invades an area, MayfleId said. 

Although redbay is the beebe'e primary host. it 
also attacks two endangered laurel specea. pond­
spice and pondberry. and avocados. 

MOfe than 700 farms in Florida grow avocados, 
with 99 percent in Miami-Dade County. 

'There is not mudl corrtrnef'tial avocado pr0­

ducti on in Southwest Florida, but there are a lot aI 
backyard avocados," he said . "Thafs where the 
coeeequence will be 

Among the research being done is determining 

which ...erenee of a...ocado the beetles prefer and 
which are most susceptible to laurel will, said 

Jorge Pena , a professor of entomology and nema­
tology at the University of Florida's Trop ical 

Research & Education Center in Homestead . 

"This is a major, major threat" Pena said. 
"We're frldiog the best ways to combat the beetle 
when It gets here, If we can figure out which culti­
\1815 are most at risk, we'. replant more resiStant 

cuItivar.> " 
0Inef research InclJdes worlt by scientists in 

Georgia who are looking forSubstanC8$ that will 

attract redbay ambrosia beetles to traps. 
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So much for the las! lui moon in February mark­
ing the end d cok:l tel Iip9l alums in southwest 
Florida. ThiS week', lows in the 40's and 50's gave 
us anodw reminder that Mother NabJe playaby 
hat own rules 

Even wiltllhis dry wealher, you can't miss the 

signs of spring, from new Rushes of grC1lNlh to the 
fine ooaliog fApine pollen Ihat coats everything, To 
~e advantage of !he strong spmg growth, it's 
critlcal to ferti lize now. Reier 10 !he chart al far right 

lor apecifa. 
When applying lertiIize!", it's besllD water the 

ground around the plants, Ihen evenly spread the 
fertili1:er around the d~ne, and water again 

(assuming, of ecorse, it's not going to rain) to gel: 

the fertilizer moving into the sod 

Since the dry season (and drough t, no doubt) 
Will be With us for a couple more monlhs,.make 

sure your trees are mulched well for weed control 
and rrotsuse retention. Four Of five inches are rec­
ommended in an area out 10 the dr1>llOO. Keep 
mulch a couple inches away from the trunk to pre­

vent rot. 
Now's the time to begin propagation such as 

budding, grafting. or air layering . This is also a 

good time to start seeds for tropical fruits. 

If you still have citrus on your trees, make a 
poinl to remove it so the tree can use all it's ener­

gy to make ftowers for next winter's harvest. 

This month fruit clubs have their spring tree 
sales. (For the dales, ctleck 1M caencar. page 2.) 

These sa les are a great source of fruit trees slid 

advice. Support your clubs with your purdla&es 

slid by rolling up you r aleeves and helping. 

If you have questIOns relating to tropiCal fruits. 

email thelleWSlette r(frultnflowef..$@grns ~.com) so 
we can all learn. You can check with members at 
our monthly meetings or con tact the unfversity of 
Florida·s Collier ExtenSiOn office at 353-2872 Of 

Lee ExtensiOn at 461-7504 -Linda Coyner, 
HotticufIurist. Naples BoianiciY Gamen 

Beans rueumners Parsley 

Beets 0111 Parsnip 

Broccoli Eggplan1 Peas . 

eru sser rnmue Radish 

sprout s Kale Rutabaga 

Cabb age Kohlrabi Spinach 

r antaroupe Lettuc e Squash 

Carrots M ustar d Tomatoes 

[ ollar ds "roo Turnips 

Cor n Onions 

Here afe some of !he tropical ffUts we can her­

'lest and enjoy this monttl: 

Ruotado Mulberry 

Banana Muot lngia 

Barbado s cherry Papaya 

ranu te r Pinea pple 

t.aramnota Raspb erry 

t tt rus Sapodilla 

Coconut Sapo Ie, black: 

Cust ard apple Soursop 

6uaua Surina m cherry 

Jaboticaba Tamar ind 

l oquat 

Mirac le fruit 
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Most trop ical fruit trees need ferti lizing three 
times a yea r, preferably in February, June, and 
September. That tim ing ensures strong growth 
when conditions are optimal. Ferti lizing close r to 
the cold season may encourage young growth 
that may be damaged by low temperatures. 

Ell:oeptions to the 3-bmes-a-year rule are 
heavy feeders such as banana and papaya, 
wnjen grow best when fertilized monthly year­
round (eee 8sterie.kl in chart), and those with 
special needs. 

Use a good quality 6-4-6 citru s fertllizElf unless 
noted. 

Thanks to David & Jenny Surd for the following 
information. 

Key: Y '" young; M '" mature, 
• • monthly 

Allspice 
Applp 
Auocado 
AuocatJo rv, organ­
te 6-6-6) 

Banana 6-4- 12 .. 
Bayleaf 
Bayrum 
Black: sapote IYor 
M, organic 6-6-6) 

Blad::berry 
rar mne 
Canis tel 
rera muota 
raramuora (Y, 

organiC6-6-61 
Cashew 
Cinnamon 
Ci t rus 
Citrus IY, organic 

6-6 -61 
Fig IY or M organic 
6~6 -61 

6rumichama 
eeacauamra IY or 

M,6-1 2-6) 
M arney sapcte 
Mango, young IY 

or M, organ ic 4­
8-8) 

Mi rac le fruit 
Mulberry 
Muntingia 
Nectarine­
Sunracer 

Papaya tv or M, 
organi c 6-6- 6 )· 

Peach 
Plum 
sapecme 
WaK Jambu 

MISHLLONEOUS 
Jabotlcaba IY or 

M, organ ic 6 -6 ­
61 euery other 
month at 
drlpline, ren., 
Oct. 

Lychee /longan Y, 
mo nt hl y 
MarTh- Sept. (6­
4- 61: M, Mar &< 
August 

Jak: f ruil (o rqani c 
6-6-61 euery 
other month 

What you missed fast mOllth...
 
ellr7s RolUnl", Chris spoke in February at 

the Bon ita Springs meetmg He was sched uled 

to talk about tropical vegetables but didn't have 
his materials with him. Instead he spoke about 
the trees and frui ts of Hawaii and Ca lifornia. 

Hawaii has wkle-ranging mictoclimates, a big 
wind problem ttla tlhey solve by planting tall 
trees as windbreaks, and a serious bug prob­

lem, which is why it is hard to bring any fru it or 
plant from there , 

California is in zone 10 but its zone 10 is 
nothing like our zone 10. Chris discussed a 
passion vine that grows only there because of 
the colder climate He said tha t the early set­
tlers named it passion fruit and flower because 

in those days everybody was seeing saints and 

gods in everytl1ing, and in th is case they 

thought that the inside of the flower reserreeo 
Jesus on the cross and the 10 apostles. 

B an an ar. Don and Katie Chafin spoke 10 
the Coll ier club about the ir favorite subject: 

bananas, Their n un~ery. Going Bananas , in 
Homestead, boasts nearty 100 varieties , The 
Chafins brought some tasty samples and Don 
spo ke showed slides of different variet ies. 

HIS advice on basics: use a high potassium 
tert ilizer monthly (1 coff_ can for mature 

plants: less for small ones), allow 4 different 
sized plants per clump: cut stems to 4 feet after 
fruiting : compost right up to base of plants: her­
vest fruit when it blushes yellow and hang it 
ups ide down . 


